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Letter from the Executive Director 
by Michael P. Desplaines

As I sit here composing this, I�ve been thinking about how 
much things stay the same�the bloodroots emerge in late April 
with their � owers wrapped in their vampire cloak-like leaves, 
da� odils emerge from what seems like endless layers of mud, and 
come late May, scores of lilacs will bloom, releasing their heav-
enly fragrance for thousands of fans who have waited another 
whole year for their show. Other things also stay the same here 
at McLaughlin Garden, such as volunteers who we can count 
on to work tirelessly in the garden, in our back o�  ce, and out 
in the streets fundraising and making new friends for us. � ese 
constants, along with the beauty and character of our 1840 
homestead and the magical gardens that surround it, provide 
us the strength to do the important work of  preservation and 
education in the context of our historic cultural landscape. 

Together, as we celebrate our tenth year of preservation 
and education, we also look forward to some things that do 
change. New volunteers will help in our work, new summer 
sta�  will help provide the highest quality visitor experience, 
and a project I�m most excited about will take shape in the 
form of a new visitor exhibit in our barn featuring never 
before seen historical photographs of our property and an 
educational video installation. I send my thanks to the Maine 
Community Foundation, the Maine Humanities Council, and 
Norway Savings Bank for providing funding for this project. 

� ank you also to our 2006 business sponsors: Androscoggin 
Bank, Androscoggin Home Care & Hospice, Bessey Motors, 
CN Brown, Chalmers Realty, Goodwin�s Insurance, Grover 
Gundrilling, Maine Garden Railway Society, Norway Sav-
ings Bank, Paris Farmers Union, Phantom Florist, Schiavi 
Homes and Young�s Greenhouses. � eir vision in supporting 
McLaughlin Garden and our programs deserves to be recog-
nized and applauded.

I invite you to visit this season and share the beauty of 
this place with new friends. While some things in the Garden 
may stay the same, and some may change, a simple truth will 
always remain: beauty grows here. 

Notes From the Garden 
by Kristin Perry, Director of Horticulture

Spring had a hard time arriving but our early bloomers, 
vernal witch hazel, and dri� s of Crocus, Galanthus, Corydalis and 
Hepatica, performed well regardless of the late nor�easters. We have 
begun planting the new seedlings and now wait for the last threat 
of frost to pass to � nish planting any tender plants. 

� ere were many losses and gains in 2006. � ree major 
trees were lost and a large hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) was blown 
down during a storm in April. A group of azaleas was damaged, 
but should recover. A big thank you goes out to the Jalbert�s for 
their help with the cleanup. We had to remove two additional 
Bernard McLaughlin plantings, Magnolia x loebneri �Merrill� 
and Scots pine (Pinus syl�estris) due to decline. � e magnolia 
was replanted and placed in the same area as the original tree. I 
hope to see � owers this spring. 

Two new understory trees were added to the woodland 
gardens, Cornus alternifolia �Golden Shawdows� and C.a. �Gold 
Boullion�. � ese horizontally-branched cultivars of our native 
pagoda dogwood should lighten the shady nooks in the garden. 
Look for them in the garden this spring.

Extensive cleanup of the Core Garden began with renovation of 
the Western Avenue fence bed by sta�  and rugged volunteers. All exist-
ing perennials worth saving along with roguish perennials and weeds 
were removed from the 10 x 120 foot area. A majority of plants were 
saved for replanting in our newly-renovated bed or potted up for plant 
sales and the other material was composted. � e clean bed was then 
amended with our own compost and green sand. � ese amendments 
created an amazing planting substrate for the new and returning plants. 
I look forward to seeing the border � ll in this season. 

� ank you to the town of South Paris for lowering the soil 
level in the tra�  c triangle, which will help with vehicular vis-
ibility. Every season we plant the triangle with annuals to help 
beautify our town. 

Late in the season the Foundation acquired a new Gravely 
walk-behind mower that will shorten the amount of time spent 
by sta�  on lawn care. We extend an extra special thank you to 
our generous members Al & Pat Daniels for this gi� . 

� e gardeners� favorite new plants from last year included 
Passion � ower (Passi� ora sp.), Princess � ower (Tibouchina), and 
Coleus �Religious Radish�. All of these could be found in various 
containers at the garden. 

� e summer went smoothly and a lot was accomplished due 
to great help from Garden Assistant Bernadette Wolfe, student 
interns Derrick Cain and Rachel Anderson, and lots of volunteers 
who contributed in a big way. A hearty thanks to all! I look for-
ward to summer 2007 and what it will bring. Projects include:

Continued renovation of beds in the Core Garden. 
Several Euonymus alatus (Burning bush) shrubs have been 
removed throughout the garden, due to their invasive 
nature. � is summer we plan to remove several more from 
the lower lane and replace them with a more appropriate 
plant, possibly Vaccinium spp. 
A new tree inventory will begin that will include tree 
identi� cation recording and mapping of all woody trees 
and shrubs in the garden. 
� e wooded hillside will have standing dead trees cut 
down and le�  in the woods to decay. 
Look for us in the garden and come volunteer at one of 

our many Weed & Feeds, or contact us about individual garden 
volunteer opportunities.
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Aerial photo of the house and barn, circa 1960.
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Copper Beech
Anonymous
Lyles Boger 
Jon Ellms 
Grover Gundrilling, Inc.
Chris and Marcia Pottle 
Carol and Tony Rice 
Dean and Mary Zeilon

Gingko
Charles Akre 
Bessey Motor Sales	  
Alan Day 
Russ and Judy Florenz 
Judith T. Gideonse 
Bob and RoseEllen Harmon
Henry Male 
Andrew Pipe 
David and Anne Stanley 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith G. 
Willoughby 

Magnolia
Mrs. Lee M. Barth 
Gene and Ellen Benner 
Mary J. Connaughton and 
Donna A. Miller 
Crossway Family Dental 
Al and Pat Daniels 
Lee Dassler 
Andrew and Nancy Dewing
Elinor R. Goodwin 
Louis and Joan Green 
Anne Eliot Hiatt 
Anthony Kleitz 
James and Sara Jo Marble
Bill and Marge Medd 
Peter and Elaine Montpelier 
Karen and John O�Brien 
Paris Farmers Union	  
Cid and Tim Parker 
Jacob and Simon Peistrup 
George and Harriet Robinson 
St. Mary�s Garden Club
Dee Stegman 
Helga �urston 
Janet Ver Planck 

W. J. Wheeler and Co., Inc
William and Meg Wheeler 
Dana Woody 

Honey Locust
Judy and Bob Andrews	
Carolyn Brett 
George and Deborah Brett 
Bo Brooks 
John and Judith Brooks
William and Cynthia 
Burmeister 
Anonymous
Jeremiah and Susan Burns 
Carol Gagnon Cantwell 
Steve and Nona Chase 
Michael P. Desplaines and 
Jason Robinson
Norman and Elaine Emery 
Everett Excavation
Joan Frost 
Mr. and Mrs. John Graham 
Marilyn Hammond 
Harpswell Garden Club
Nancy Hohmann 
Sheldon and Audrey Katz 
Lincoln and Gloria Ladd 
Carol Mac Neill 
Mollie and Kimball Mason 
Anonymous
Shirley S. Miller 
Dan and Cindy Mingle 
Anne S. Minster 
Bob and Joan Moorehead 
Je�rey Newsom 
Robert S. and Lucile H. Parker 
Wendy and Dick Penley 
Bruce and Patty Rood 
Kenneth Schaller 
Marcella and Foster Shibles 
Sara and William Stockwell 
Kristin G. Sweeney 
UNUM Provident Matching 
Gi� (Sweeney)
Constance Weeks 
Caroline J. Wilk 
John and Barbara Willett 

Maple
Emory and Marilyn Ackley 
Allen & Company (Dan Allen)
George H. Andrews 
Edwina F. Bagley 
Marianne Bauman 
Benchmark
Mary Benson and Al Snow 
Dr. Dorrell Biddle 
William and Karen Birney 
Stephen Bothwell 
Nan Brett
Jean W. Briggs 
Anonymous
Marilyn Burgess 
Andrea Burns 
Chris and Heidi Charlton 
Cecelia L. Cierpich 
Adelaide Cli�ord 
Curtis and Terry Cole 
Pat and Bruce Cook 
Kathleen and Ed Cormier 
Anonymous
Marie C. Corneliusen 
Allen and Jacquelyn Cressey 
Marilyn Crowley 
Bob and Jane Dann 
Al and Lise Desplaines 
Holly Hock Dumaine 
Eleanor J. Eastman 
Sara Jane Elliot 
Gay Ellis 
Anonymous
John and Karen Ellis 
Nancy and Fred Engdahl 
Pauline M. Fournier 
Mary A. Gage 
Walter and Louise Gary 
Anne B. Gass 
Nancy Gates 
Roy Gedat 
Anonymous
Ed and Jane Gibson 
William and Jane Gibson 
Helen T. Ginder 
Gosnell Family
Debra Goulet 

Katherine and David Greenleaf
Anonymous	  
Prof. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Grobe, Jr.
Leslie Guenther 
Patricia W. Hamblen 
Stanley R. Howe 
Lucille L. Jewell 
Anonymous 
Linnea Johnson 
Marguerite T. Johnson 
Albert Judd 
Anonymous
Babs and Ken Kilgore 
Frank A. Knight 
Philip and Frances A. Koch 
Alice M. Lake 
James D. Lannon 
Edgar and Dot Leighton 
Penny and Je� Leman 
Peter and Kathleen Leslie 
Blanche Leunig 
Shari Lewchanin 
Barbara Longway 
Janet Loring 
Sally M.  MacAuslan 
Anonymous
Jon and Carla Magoun 
Maine Cottage Garden
Dr. John A. Mattor 
Maurice Restaurant
Joan McGonagle 
Sarah Meacham 
Crispin and Marcia Miller 
Tova Millett 
Mike and Susan Morin 
Helen L. Nevitt 
Suzanne Nicolo 
Georgiana D. Pacent 
Ann Palm 
Joy Plate 
Patricia A. Pulkkinen 
Mary Racinowski 
Sally W. Rand 
John Richardson 
Louise Richter 
Jan Rideout 

Peter and Vicky Rogers 
Becky and Peter Roy 
David and Harriet Rudd 
Keith and Natalie Sanborn 
David and Catherine 
Sanderson 
Stanley Sawicki 
Anonymous
Alan and Alison Schechter 
Sarah Schenker 
Peter L. Sheldon 
Shibles and Co.
Brian and Shelly Shibles 
Cary Slocum 
Mary F. Smith 
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Somers 
Sandy and Monique Sondheim 
Sandy Stevens and Tim Carnes 
Marcia Storkerson M/M 
Dexter M. Stowell 
Carl Benton Straub 
Roland and Nancy Sutton 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Swan 
Carroll and Joan Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Bruce 
�ompson 
TMA Development Corp.
Cathy Torrey 
Eliot Tozer 
Frances Usenik 
Dolly Verrill 
Sarah (Sally) Ward 
Ian and Florence White 
Je� and Cynthia White 
Chris and Brenda Whitney 
Nancy Willard 
John and Linda Willson 
Janina A. Wycalek 
Joy H. Yarnell 
Rebecca J. Zeilon 
Callie Zilinsky 

2006/2007 Annual Fund Donors 
�anks to the generosity of over 200 of our friends and members, our 2006/2007 Annual Fund Campaign raised over $30,000! 
Many thanks to those who donated so generously. �e success of our Annual Fund allows us to maintain our open-door policy, 
welcoming all to the Garden regardless of ability to pay. Below are the generous individuals and businesses that care enough to help 
us in our work of preservation and education. (Please note that we make every e�ort at accuracy. If we have omitted your name in 
error, please contact our o�ce.)

Donor Levels 	 Oak ($5,000 or more), Tamarack ($2,500�$4,999), Copper Beech ($1,000�$2,499), 
				    Gingko ($500�$999),  Magnolia ($200�$499), Honey Locust ($100�$199), Maple ($1�$99)

2006 Auction Donors 
 �Paradise Found� was the perfect theme for our Annual Bene�t Auction held 

last August 19th in our historic 1840 barn. A record number of attendees browsed and 
purchased treasures of paradise donated by friends and businesses from all over the state. 
With the help of auctioneer Paul Arsenault we raised over $35,000, a record amount! 
As always, food and drink was provided by the Good Food Store of Bethel, and classical 
music by Caitlin Stauder and Linda McBety. Save the date (Saturday, August 18th) for 
this year�s auction, �An Evening in Paris.�
100 Aker Wood
Abby Duarte Sayen
Agape Acres Bike Repair
Akari
Allen, Stirling & Lothrop
Attitash Mountain Village Resort
Becky Burke
Bessey Motor Sales
Betty Miller
Bob Harmon
Bonnema Potters
Bridgton Books
Bridgton Highland Golf Club
C. Ray Snedeker
Carol Rice
Carter�s XC Ski Center
Center for Movement & Meditation
Churchill Photography
Cra�works
Creaser Jewelers
Cross Jewelers
Cut Loose
Cynthia Burmeister
Deertrees �eater Cultural Ctr.
Dianne Hooper
Durgin Farm
E. Newbold Cooper Jr. family

Falls Fencing
Fields of Ambrosia
Gene & Ellen Benner
Good Food Store
Goodschmidt�s
Gritty McDu� �s 
Harry Bonish
Healing Hands Massage
Hedgehog Hill Farm
Hotel Hawthorne
Jacek & Ursula Makowski
Johnny�s Selected Seeds
Joyce Coyne
Judy Florenz
Judy Gideonse
Kathryn Gardner
Kevin Daley
King�s Hill Inn
Lake Kezar Country Club
Lee Barth
Lee Dassler
Linda Walthers
Lois Strickland
Longfellow�s Greenhouses
Main Street Furniture & Appliance
Maine Audubon
Maine Balsam Fir Products

Maine Preservation
Marilyn Hammond
Mary & Dean Zeilon
Maurice Restaurant
McSherry�s Nursery
Migis Lodge
Mougalian Oriental Rugs
Mt. Abrams
Murad Sayen
Nancy Hohman
Nancy Rideout
North Horse Equine Massage
North Star Garden Design
North Woods Angels
Norway Veterinary Hospital
O�Donal�s Nurseries
Old York Historical Society
Perennial Inn
Personal Best Health Club
Peter & Eleanor Szanton
Plainview Farm
Portland Harbor Hotel
Portland Museum of Art
Portland Symphony Orchestra
Provencher�s Home & Garden
Rare Air, Inc.
Russ Florenz

Serendipity
Sharon Degiovanni
Simply Primitive
Skillins Greenhouses
Snug Harbor Farm
Stoneheart Farm
Sunday River Golf Club
Sunday River Ski Resort
�e Apple Doc
�e Good Life Market
�e Inn at Ocean�s Edge
�e Irish Ewe
�e Parker House Inn
Tony Kleitz
Top Line Marketing
Trolley House
Vera Bradley
Victoria Mansion
Whispering Winds Farm
White�s Marina
Wicked Wines
Winterwood Farm
York�s Rhododendrons
Yuan Yanh Laurie

Volunteer Corner 
by Jennifer Caldwell-Jeans, 
Volunteer and Program Coordinator

My journey to this corner of Maine has been a long one, 
leading from Florida to Baltimore, Calais to Milton Township; 
I think we have found our heart home. My husband Matt and 
I chose Western Maine to start our Alpaca business, Pucker-
brush Alpacas. I was searching for a part-time job when my 
path brought me to the Garden. I soon discovered that while I 
may wear many hats, overall I was involved in something very 
unique and special here at the Garden. During my �rst weeks, 
faces and details were a bit of a blur, but I do remember that 
those faces were smiling and those details were fascinating. I 
was in awe of the Garden, so serene and inviting, and felt very 
fortunate to have found this position.

As the Volunteer Coordinator, it is my job to keep an ear to 
the wind and a nose to the ground in search of new volunteers. 
I am always grateful for any time given and am thankful when 
volunteers enjoy their time at the Garden enough that they 
would like to return more o�en. I enjoyed meeting new and 
continuing volunteers last year and look forward to seeing new 
faces this year. Many, many heartfelt thanks are owed to all of 
the current volunteers for their warm support. (As you all know, 
we wouldn�t be successful without you!)

As the Pro-
gram Coordina-
tor, I can say that 
there are many 
exciting, informa-
tive, and creative 
programs in the 
making. With 
the help of our 
Program Com-
mittee, we are able 
to use our di�erent areas of interest and expertise to keep our 
programs enticing to the public. If you are interested in being 
part of the Program Committee, feel free to contact me. And, 
as always, if you are interested in being a volunteer, I would love 
to hear from you.  

I continue to feel honored to work in an environment 
where we make an impact in the community, where what we 
do here can change someone�s life, bring joy and activity, or 
even a purpose to one�s life. I was once told that this Garden is 
a place of healing. Truth be told, I have seen this myself. I am 
pleased to continue to work for such a progressive, yet preserva-
tion-oriented organization. I never knew Bernard, but I know 
he would be pleased that there is so much laughter, enjoyment, 
learning and just plain hard work going into his beloved garden 
and home. 


