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Letter from the Executive Director

by Michael P. Desplaines

2008, as all of you gardeners know, has been a challenging year.
Record rains may have filled up all of our wells for winter, but kept many
visitors away from our historic cultural landscape. As the Director, I
also know that smaller crowds mean fewer sales in our gift shop and
café. The economic uncertainties of this past year certainly have had
an impact on our summer season as well.

However, through new marketing techniques and outreach to
new communities, most notably the Lewiston/Auburn market, we
have positioned ourselves to weather the storm well. Our work on the
Gems of 26 campaign, and our membership and support of both our

Oxford Hills Chamber and the Androscoggin County Chamber of
Commerce continue to reap rewards. New visitors have discovered us,
new members have joined in our work, and the growth of this amazing
place, and our organization, continue to bring us new fans.

I look forward to the upcoming holiday season. We'll offer an
expanded “Trees & Trains” exhibit and extend the weekends of the
exhibit to include the first 3 weekends of December. Our historic house
will be decorated in the theme of “An Old-Fashioned Christmas”

featuring antique Christmas ornaments collected over the decades.

I am so proud of our work together, and grateful for the oppor-
tunity to share this unique gem with visitors from all over Western
Maine and the country. Thank you to all our staff, volunteers,
members, and donors who make it all happen. §Z

Front and Center: Our First
Facade Improvement Project

If you've visited our fabulous Garden Gift shop recently, you've
noticed something new (other than the fantastic selection of gifts, tools,
and home décor we have): you didn’t have to walk through the kitchen
to get there! This spring we finished a complete restoration of the front
steps to our magnificent 1840 house. Designed by the architecture
firm Barba+Wheelock, these beautiful cedar and teak stairs will serve
as the new year-round entrance to our house and gift shop. This is all
part of our new facade improvement campaign, which will also include
painting the house, installing a new McLaughlin Garden sign, and

eventually replacing the old
chain link fence along Western
Avenue with cedar fencing.
Special thanks to Herb & Lois
Strauss for a $1,000 gift which
kick-started our campaign to
raise funds for this important
project. Thanks also to Paris
Farmers Union for a $500
gift. If you are interested in
donating to help make these
projects a reality, please contact
the Garden. 32
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Notes From the Garden

by Kristin Perry, Director of Horticulture

As ahorticulturalist for a historic garden it is my job to maintain
the integrity of the plantings and character of the garden. New addi-
tions to the garden replace and revitalize old plantings and diversify
the collections. I feel Bernard McLaughlin would welcome and ap-
prove these additions.

New plantings of Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa
‘Autumn Magic’) have been added along Main Street. Black chokeberry
is an excellent replacement for the invasive burning bush that was
removed. It has beautiful fall color, spring bloom and berries.

In the side yard, just outside the porch door, one of our Japanese
Maples finally succumbed to a difficult site location and had to be
removed. This has left space open to new possibilities for next season.

The Scotch Pine in the core garden was removed this past winter.
It had been in gradual decline for many years. In early summer it was
replaced with Stewartia koreana, The Korean Stewartia is a Maine-
grown seedling and was donated by Asticou Gardens. It has done well
over the summer and will go into winter healthy.

These past two years we have been working on the woodland hill-

side. The work includes thinning and removal of dead pines, removal
of weedy invasive plants, thinning brushy growth, and adding new
thododendrons that were donated by York Rhododendrons. Wood-

land work will continue until a specific plan and funding is in place.

Rehabilitation of beds within the core garden continues to prog-
ress. Annual plantings were added to the main border that fronts the
lilac hedge. These plantings were initiated by information received
from the McLaughlin family, including records and photographs of
the gardens from the 1940’s onward. Many visitors noticed the new
additions; in particular Verbena bonariensis was one of the favorites.

This growing season has been challenging. Perennials were shred-
ded by early summer hail damage but rewarded by even midsummer
rains to provide the most spectacular display of garden phlox ever.

Future plans for the garden include many varied projects that
are dependent on funding: removal of declining trees throughout
the garden and addition of appropriate replacements, replacement of
the old chain link fencing that parallels Western Avenue with wooden
pasture fence, and possible reinstallation of the old water feature in the
rock garden.

A special thanks to all the volunteers, garden assistants and in-
terns that have contributed this past season in the garden. I look for-
ward to the next season and to pruninglilacs in the snow. e

McLaughlin Garden

is a Jewel m “The Gems of 26”

Leaders from some of Western Maine’s most significant tourism
destinations, including McLaughlin Garden, have joined together
to attract visitors to their part of the world. The group, known
as “The Gems of 26” includes the Maine Wildlife Park, Sabbathday
Lake Shaker Village, Poland Spring Resort, Poland Spring Preserva-
tion Park, and McLaughlin Garden. All are connected by Route 26,
the state highway that meanders through the gorgeous countryside of
Western Maine.

McLaughlin Garden is very proud to be a part of this unique co-
marketing endeavor. To date our group has produced a beautiful rack
card, with 35,000 copies distributed at our various sites as well as at
the Maine Welcome Centers in Kittery, Yarmouth, and Fryeburg. We
have been featured in newspapers and publications, most notably in
the Boston Globe and the Maine Tourism Association monthly news-
letter. We will be a presence this coming February at the Boston Globe

Travel Show, and plan to advertise in several regional magazines this
coming spring. By working together and levcraging our resources,
individual members have benefited from a significant boost in visitors
this season already.

The Maine Wildlife Park, Sabbathday Lake Shaker Village, the
attractions of Poland Spring, and the McLaughlin Garden truly are
the “Gems of 26.” For more information about this Route 26 tour
from Gray to South Paris, visit www.gemsof26.com. A

McLaughlin Garden
97 Main Street, South Paris, Maine 04281
www.mclaughlingarden.org  207.743.8820
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2007/2008 Annual Fund Donors

Thanks to the generosity of so many of our members and friends, our 2007/2008 Annual Fund Campaign, launched back in
October of 2007, raised over $35,000! Many thanks to all listed below who gave so generously to support our ongoing preservation
and educational programs. The 2008/2009 Annual Fund Campaign will kick-off this October, so watch your mail and be a part of
our great work! (Please note that we make every effort to be accurate. If we have omitted your name in error, please contact our offfice.)

Donor Levels

Oak
Charles G. Wright
Endowment for the

Humanities

Copper Beech
Anonymous

Lyles Boger

Jon Ellms

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harmon
Chris and Marcia Pottle

M. and Mrs. Tony Rice

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Zeilon

Gingko

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Akre

Lee Dassler

Dr.and Mirs. Russell Florenz

Judith T. Gideonse

Henry A.MaleJr.

Andrew Pipe and Nick Garner

Mr. and Mrs. Keith
Willoughby

Magnolia

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Andrews

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Al Barth

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Benner

Bo and Bear Brooks

Anneand Roger Buchholz

Carol Gagnon Cantwell

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Carleton

Mary]. Connaughton and
Donna A. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Al Daniels

Michacl Desplaines and Jason
Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fletcher

Beth-Ann Gentile

Elinor R. Goodwin

Joan and Louis Green

Susanand Mark Lorenz

Mr.and Mrs. James Marble

Rick and Mimi McAlister

James and Pirkko McBride

Paris Farmers Union

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ratner

Mr.and Mrs. George Robinson

RW Merrill Electrical
Contractor, Inc.

St.Mary’s Garden Club

Oak (85,000 or more), Tamarack ($2,500-$4,999), Copper Beech ($1,000-$2,499),

Gingko ($500-$999), Magnolia ($200-$499), Honey Locust ($100-$199), Maple ($1-$99)

Decand Tom Stegman

Mr. and Mrs. William Wheeler
Caroline J. Wilk

Dana Woody

Honey Locust

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Mary Bickerstaft and Brian
Whitney

Carolyn Brett

Mr. and Mrs. George Brete

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brogan

John andJudith Brooks

Robert Bryant

Hank and Andrea Burns

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Chapman

E.Newbold Cooper

Marilyn Crowley

Gay Ellis

Elaine Emery

Joan Frost

Phyllis H. Hammete

Marilyn Himmond

M. and Mrs. Edward Hards

Harpswell Garden Club

Nancy Hohmann and David
Dexter

Carol Huotari

Anthony Kleitz

Mr.and Mrs. Robert E. Kulp Jr.

Mr.and Mrs. Lincoln Ladd

Mr. and Mirs. Jack Linnell

Carol MacNeill

Mr. and Mrs. Kimball Mason

Michael and Abbie McMillen

Dr. and Mrs. William Medd

Brenda Melhus

Shirley S. Miller

Anne S. Minster

Mr.and Mrs. Robert
Moorehead

Jeffrey Newsom and Saranne
Taylor

Timothy Parker

Lisa Roberts

M. Bruce Rood

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rushton

Kenneth E. Schaller

Anne Shcplcy

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Shibles

Mr. and Mrs. Foster Shibles
Kenneth Spirerand Joan
Leitzer

Mr. and Mrs. William
Stockwell

Mr.and Mrs. Roland Sutton, Jr.

Kristin G. Sweency

Helga Thurston

Ellaand Michacl Tripp

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Van Mourik
Elsie P. Viles

Chris and Brenda Whitney
Pixie Williams

Mr.and Mrs. John Wilson

Maple

Mr. and Mrs. Emory Acklcy

Elizabeth Addison and Henry
Dozier

Dan and Nancy Allen

Nancy T. Allyn

George H. Andrews

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Jack Armstrong and Barbara
Share

Holly Bales

Mr. and Mirs. Allen Bancroft

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bartow

Dr.and Mrs. Robert Bean

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bohr

Mr.and Mrs. Raymond Brown

Joeand Suzanne Bruno

Abby Burns

Jennifer Caldwell-Jeans

Lyndaand Steve Chandler

CeceliaL. Cicrpich

Classic Car Services

Mr. and Mirs. Bruce Cook

Bill Coombs

Mr.and Mrs. Allen Cressy

Frank Hyman and Chris
Crochetiere

Mr.and Mrs. Al Dcsplaincs

Mr. and Mrs. William Detert

Mr.and Mirs. John Dostal

Rosemarie Dulbcrg

Rev.and Mrs. John Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Engdahl

Pat Fahey

Patricia Field

David Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Fournier

Mr.and Mrs. Fred Frawley

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Frost

Susan]. Furst

M. and Mrs. Walter Gary

Annce B. Gass

Roy Gedatand Julie Peterson

Dr.and Mrs. Edwin Gibson

Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Gibson

Dr. and Mrs. David Greenleaf

Mr. and Mirs. Charles Grobe

Jennifer and Mark Grover

Leslie Guenther

Patricia Hamblen

Marycllcn Hanchay

Jean F. Hankins

Bruce Hanlcy

Helen Heath

Stan Howe

Nancy Hunter

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Jackson

Linnea K. Johnson

Emily Judd

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kilgore

Ellen Klain

Mr. and Ms. Philip Koch

Alice M. Lake

Lakeside Garden Club

James D. Lannon

Mr.and Mrs. Edgar Leighton

Pennyand Jeff Leman

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Leslie

Blanche Leunig

Dr. Shari Lewchanin and Bert
B.Meek 11

DeborahJ.and Chip
MacKelcan

Mr.and Mrs. Jon Magoun

PriscillaMcCarty

Joan McGonagle

Peter]. McLaughlin

Crispin and Marcia Miller

Tova Milletrt

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Morin

Paul A. Morrissette

Michael Newsom and Kathryn
Gardner

Mr.and Mirs. Jack Nordahl

Georgiana Pacent

Johnand Joanna Painter

Mr.and Mrs. Robert Parker

Kristin Perry

Edwin Pert

Mr.and Mrs. Henry Plate

Elisabeth C. Pollack

Virginia Raymond

Penclope Reilly

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Richardson

Louise A. Richter

Janice Rideout

Nancy Rideout

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Rogers

Becky and Peter Roy

Mr. and Mrs. David Rudd

Mr. and Mrs. David Sanderson

Stanley Sawicki

Alanand Alison Schechter

Sarah Schenker

Phyllis Schneider

Marion T. Schroeder

Megan Sheaand Cyrus Cook

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sheldon

John L. Simpson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Skillings

Cary Slocum

Mary F. Smith

Martin and Charlotte
Sornborger

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Swan

M. and Mirs. Carroll Taylor

Roberta Taylor

TMA Development Corp.

Cathy Torrey

Ethel Bean Turner

Karen Turino

Frances A. Usenik

Nancy and James VanMetre

Dolly H. Verrill

Sarah Ward

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey White

Bernadette Wolfe

Janina Wycalek

Joy Yarnell

Rebecca Zeilon

Dorothy Zug

2007/2008 Auction Donors

2007’s “An Evening in Paris” and this year’s “A Venetian Affair” were both spectacular
evenings that raised much-needed funds for our on-going restoration work and for our
educational programs. In our historic 1840 barn attendees browsed and purchased
treasures donated by friends and businesses from all over the country and even Europe!
With the help of auctioneer Paul Arsenault we raised over $50,000 between the two
events. As always food and drink was provided by the Good Food Store of Bethel. Save

the date of Saturday, August 22nd, 2009 for next year’s fantastic auction!

Aaron’s Mobile Massage

Abby Duarte Sayen

Akari

Akers Ski

Al Campobasso

Allen Stirling & Lothrop

Ambiance Day Spa

Asia West

Actitash Mountain Village
Resort

Bancroft Contracting/Falls
Fencing

Becky Burke

Bessey Motor Sales

Bethel Animal Hospital

Big Adventure Center

Blake Splaine

Bob Harkins

Bolster’s Decorating

Bonnema Potters

Books N Things

Bridgton Books

Bridgton Highland Golf Club

C.Ray Snedcker

Café Nomad

Carol Rice

Carter’s XC Ski Center

Center for Movement &
Meditation

Central Distributors

Central Maine Endodontics

Charlotte Snedeker

Christian Ridge Pottery

Churchill Photography

Costal Maine Botanical

Gardens

Couleur’s Jewelers

Craftworks

Creaser's Jewelers

Cross Jewelers

Crossway Family Dental

Cut Loose

Cynthia Burmeister

D. ColeJewelers

David Neufeld

David Stengelsen

Deertrees Theater & Cultural
Center

Deerwood Farm & Gardens

Diamond Cut Jewelers

Don Gouin

Doreen & John Simmons

Double K Kanine Kare

Durgin Farm

Eastern Slopc Properties

Element Day Spa

Espo's Trattoria Restaurant

Fare Share Market

Fernwood Gardens

Fields of Ambrosia

Frost Farm Gallery

Garden Dreams

Garden Jewelry by Jo Thomas

Gene & Ellen Benner

Good Food Store

Harris Golf Inc.

Harry Bonish

Harvest Hill Farms

Hotel Hawthorne

Hummingbird Farm

Irina Kahn

Jacek & Ursula Makowski

Jan Rideout

Janet Black Designs

Jody Goodwin

Johnny’s Selected Seeds

Jon Ellms

JudyMayberry

Kevin Carleton

Kevin Daley

King’s Hill Inn

Kristin Perry

L/A Arts

Lake Kezar Country Club

Lee Barth

Lee Dassler

Linda Clifford Scottish & Irish
Merchant

Linda Isham

Linda Walthers

Lisa Roberts

Lois Strickland

Longfcllow’s Greenhouses

Lovell Designs

Madeline & Reily New

Main Street Furniture &
Appliance

Maine Audubon

Maine Balsam Fir

Maine Preservation

Marilyn Hammond

Mary & Dean Zeilon

Maryann Jalbert

Maurice Restaurant

McSherry’s Nursery

Meg New

Migis Lodgc

Mim’s Brasserie

Mougalian Oriental Rugs

Mount Abram

Murad Sayen

Nancy Hohman

Nancy Rideout

Nezinscot Farm

North Star Stone Works

Northorse Equine Massage

Norway Savings Bank

Norway Veterinary Hospital

O’Donal’s Nurseries

Old York Historical Socicty

Om Devi

Orvis

Parker House Inn

Pat Chandler

Perennial Inn

Personal Best Health Club

Peter & Eleanor Szanton

Plainview Farm

Planet Dog

Pooh Corner Farm

Portland Dine Around

Portland Harbor Hotel

Portland Magazine

Portland Museum of Art

Portland Symphony Orchestra

Power Rain Carwash

Provencher’s Home & Garden

Rare Air, Inc.

Ray Snedcker

Robert’s Excavation

Rose Ellen Harmon

Ruthic’s Boutique

Sabbathday Lake Shaker
Villagc

Seth Fogg
Sharon Degiovanni

Shelley Shibles

Skillins Greenhouses

Snug Harbor Farm
Somers in Maine
Stamping Up Products
Stan & Dan Sports
Stoneheart Farm
Sunday River Alpacas
Sunday River Golf
Sunnyside Nursery
Susan Burns

Suzanne Bruno

The Apple Doc

The Ballroom

The Black Point Inn
The Good Life Market
The Innat Ocean’s Edge
The Irish Ewe

The Picnic Basket

The Victoria Inn
Tilton’s Market

Tina Marie Wood
Tony Frangipane

Tony Kleitz

Topline Marketing
Vera Bradley

Victoria Mansion
Village Gift Barn
WhispcringWinds Farm
Whole Foods Market
Winterwood Farm

Woodsprite Orchids

Volunteer Corner

by Jennifer Caldwell-)Jeans,
Volunteer and Program Coordinator

The McLaughlin Garden employs two full-time and one part-
time paid staff members. With three and a half acres of cultivated gar-
dens to tend, a unique and gorgeous gift shop to run, special events,
year-round programs and daunting mass mailings, we have much to
do. We need volunteers; they are our lifeblood. Our hope is to one day
have an army of volunteers that are happy to be here and more than

thrilled to come back.

Volunteerism, according to good o’ Wikipedia, “is the willing-
ness of people to work on behalf of others without being motivated
by financial gain.” You will not receive financial gain here, but you
will gain in so many other ways: the knowledge that you are helpinga
cultural and community landmark, reconnecting with neighbors and
community members, and gaining a sense of achievement in knowing
you made a difference. One of the best parts about volunteering at the

McLaughlin Garden is that every little bit helps. We have volunteers
that only volunteer once a year for a specific event and that is fabu-
lous, because I know I can count on them. Volunteers also receive
benefits the day they volun-
teer such as a discount on
all purchases in the Garden
Gift Shop and scasonal café,

and at our plant sale.

We don’t ask for a con-
crete commitment, but we do
ask for a willingness to give us
a chance. If you have a will-
ingness to volunteer, we have
a task for you. We welcome
people from all walks of life.
Bernard never turned his nose
up at help and I'll gladly fol-
low suit. The only skill you
need here is a smile. 3




